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Treasury officials and Members of Congress
that at long last got the United States en-
gaged in the rescue effort, whose greatest
hero is indeed Raoul Wallenberg.

It is thus particularly appropriate for this
memorial event to take place on Capitol
Hill. It is Congress that for decades has in-
sisted that the foreign policy of the United
States must be infused with moral content
and it has succeeded. Tom Lantos, who has
been witness to the history that we recount
today, has been a truly outstanding leader in
this effort. We are indebted to him.
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TRIBUTE TO STUDENTS OF ALL
SAINTS ACADEMY IN BREESE,
ILLINOIS

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2002

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the students of All Saints Acad-
emy in Breese, Illinois, and their important and
heartwarming efforts to help those affected by
terrorism.

On October 11th, 2001, President Bush
made a request of the children of America. He
challenged each of them to earn and send in
one dollar. This money, sent by the kindness
of the children of the United States, will be
used to reach out to the unfortunate children
in far off Afghanistan.

The students of All Saints heard and met
that challenge. I recently received a check for
$1,000, made out to America’s Fund for Af-
ghan Children—that’s more than one dollar for
each student in All Saints, and more than our
President requested.

The students, parents, faculty, and mem-
bers of the Breese community should be rec-
ognized for this fine effort. The terrorists be-
lieved they could accomplish their goals with
the murder of American innocents; but the
American citizens have responded with aid to
the innocents of Afghanistan. Nothing else
could better show how utterly Al Qaeda has
failed.

Mr. Speaker, as President Bush said in his
announcement of the Fund for Afghan Chil-
dren, ‘‘One of the truest weapons that we
have against terrorism is to show the world
the true strength of character of the American
people.’’ The children of All Saints have
shown that character, and they deserve our
thanks. May God bless them, and may God
bless the United States of America.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2002

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained in my District on Tuesday,
March 12, 2002, and I would like the RECORD
to indicate how I would have voted had I been
present.

For rollcall vote No. 53, the bill to expand
the class of beneficiaries who may apply for
adjustment of status under section 245(i) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act by extend-
ing the deadline for classification petition and

labor certification filings, I would have voted
‘‘aye.’’
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ENHANCED BORDER SECURITY
AND VISA ENTRY REFORM ACT
OF 2002

SPEECH OF

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 12, 2002

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I want to thank
Chairman SENSENBRENNER and Ranking Mem-
ber CONYERS for bringing HR 1885 to the floor
today. The issue of border security and the
extension of section 245(i) are truly important
issues, and I’m glad that they are being ad-
dressed. I support HR 1885, the Enhanced
Border Security and Visa Entry Reform Act,
for many reasons, namely because it insures
safety for the people within this country’s bor-
ders. This bill provides the tools necessary for
the U.S. Customs and the Immigration and
Naturalization Service to better serve the
American people.

The bill also has a provision to extend the
border crossing card deadline for residents
along the Southwestern border of the United
States. This extension will provide a much-
needed boost to the economies that have suf-
fered since the tragic attacks of September
11th. After the attacks, Congress stopped
work on a stand-alone bill with bipartisan sup-
port to extend the deadline for one year to Oc-
tober 1, 2002. With this extension, shop own-
ers that were forced to close their doors after
the deadline passed will once again be able to
open them. People granted the extension can
use their border crossing cards to go to
school, to go to work, to go shopping, or to
just merely visit their families. They will con-
tinue being productive members of society of
the border economy.

The Southwestern border, according to a re-
cent U.S. Chamber of Commerce report, has
a population of 6.2 million people in the U.S.
and approximately 4.3 million people in Mex-
ico. The buying power of border residents is
immense and the economy of South Texas
depends on their participation in our market
place. In my district alone, 75–80% of Browns-
ville’s downtown retail sales normally come
from people crossing the border. Since Sep-
tember 11th this number has dropped. This
same report also cites the border crossing
card deadline as one of the main reasons that
fewer people are crossing the border. The
economic effects of the attacks in September
were bad for the country; they were dev-
astating for the Southwestern border.

The Southwestern border is vitally important
to the United States. It is the gateway to the
United States from Latin America, it is the
port-of-entry for one of our most valued trad-
ing partners, and it represents the rich diver-
sity of immigrants on which this country was
founded. This bill is an excellent first step in
recognizing that fact. Again, I thank Mr. SEN-
SENBRENNER and Mr. CONYERS for their ac-
tions.

TRIBUTE TO JEANNE BRADY
LORENZ, FIRST ANNUAL GOV-
ERNOR’S UNSUNG HEROINE
AWARDS HONOREE

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2002

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize a woman who has dedicated so
many years to serving her city and her com-
munity, Jeanne Lorenz. Her remarkable
achievements have brought so many families
and communities together in an effort to edu-
cate and promote racial and ethnic justice. As
the Michigan Women’s Commission held the
First Annual Governor’s Unsung Heroine
Awards, they honored the contributions of
women in communities across Michigan
whose work has otherwise gone unrecog-
nized. Gathering together on Tuesday, March
5, 2002, the Michigan Women’s Commission
chose to honor Jeanne Lorenz, a longtime
friend and advocate of civil rights and commu-
nity service.

A leader and an activist all her life, Jeanne
Lorenz has lived her life by her principles and
has dedicated her life to teaching these prin-
ciples to others. As an active member of the
Interfaith Center for Racial Justice in Macomb
County for over 30 years and Secretary of its
Executive Board for more than 20 years, her
efforts for her community have been truly self-
less. Beginning in 1971 with monitoring the
local newspapers and courts and organizing a
program called Peaceful Schools during anti-
bussing demonstrations, Jeanne participated
in a wide variety of activities to promote civil
rights. As one of the primary cooks for the first
few annual Martin Luther King Holiday Cele-
brations in Macomb County, an event which
raised money to purchase books on racial di-
versity for school libraries, Jeanne was inte-
gral in the fight to promote racial under-
standing in her community. This determination
and commitment to civil rights led her to help
defuse racial tensions at a local high school at
the request of the Lake Shore Schools super-
intendent. Forming an advisory group to re-
lieve racial tensions, she helped this group
later evolve into the Committee for Racial and
Ethnic Understanding, a group that provided a
forum for communication and sponsored eth-
nic fairs.

Demonstrating outstanding dedication and
commitment throughout the years, Jeanne
Lorenz has also been active in community out-
reach, working in programs that have helped
advance her local community. An active mem-
ber of St. Gertrude’s Church, Jeanne served
as the first elected female president of the St.
Gertrude Parish Council and served on the
Christian Service Commission. Using her train-
ing as a home economics teacher, Jeanne or-
ganized a funeral luncheon program at St,
Gertrude’s Church in St. Clair Shores and pre-
pares and serves meals periodically with her
volunteers at the Salvation Army in Mount
Clemens. She also cooks for the McRest
Homeless Shelter program at her church and
directs the kitchen crew at the Interfaith Care
Givers’ Annual Spaghetti Fund Raiser. Jeanne
Lorenz’s crusade to raise the standards of ac-
tivism and community outreach programs is
one that will be remembered by citizens of this
community for years to come.
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